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WuXi STA to Purchase Bristol Myers Squibb
Manufacturing Facility in Couvet, Switzerland

Feb. 3, 2021    by WuXi STA

Bristol Myers Squibb and WuXi STA – a subsidiary of WuXi AppTec – today announced that WuXi STA

has agreed to purchase Bristol Myers Squibb’s manufacturing facility in Couvet, Switzerland.

The Couvet site will be the first facility in Europe for WuXi STA, a leading Contract Development and

Manufacturing Organization. The acquisition will enhance WuXi STA’s existing capabilities while growing

capacity to support its partners’ life-saving work.

The companies anticipate completing the transaction by Q2 2021, subject to regulatory approvals and the 

satisfaction of other closing conditions. Upon closing, WuXi STA will acquire the Couvet site’s operations 

and assets, which include the plant and equipment, as well as a workforce with technical capabilities and 

expertise. 

 

“The Couvet site is a world-class facility designed for quality, safety, and efficiency, and we believe WuXi 

STA will be able to leverage the capacity and capabilities for its own operations as it continues to play a 

vital role for patients around the world,” said Lou Schmukler, Executive Vice President and President, 

Global Product Development and Supply, Bristol Myers Squibb. “This is an important step in the ongoing 

evolution of our manufacturing network to support our product portfolio. Switzerland remains an important 

strategic location for Bristol Myers Squibb, and we look forward to maintaining a strong presence in the 

Neuchâtel area.” 

 

“We are pleased to add the Couvet manufacturing facility to our growing global manufacturing site 

network and look forward to working with the talented team who share our focus on excellence and a 

patient-centered approach,” said Dr. Minzhang Chen, CEO of WuXi STA. “The acquisition will allow WuXi 

STA to better serve European markets and support our global customers to deliver innovative medicines 

and treatments to patients around the world.” 

 

The Couvet facility will continue to operate as part of Bristol Myers Squibb’s manufacturing network until 

the closing of the transaction. 



BiopharmaTrend.com
A fresh viewpoint on drug discovery, pharma, and biotech

info@biopharmatrend.com

page 2 of 3

-ENDS -

About the Couvet Facility

The Couvet site is located in the canton of Neuchâtel, Switzerland. The site is a state-of-the-art

manufacturing facility with commercial-scale production capacity for capsule and tablet dosage forms.

The facility was designed with industry leading energy efficiency and environmental standards and was

constructed to accommodate future growth.

About Bristol Myers Squibb

Bristol Myers Squibb is a global biopharmaceutical company whose mission is to discover, develop and

deliver innovative medicines that help patients prevail over serious diseases. For more information about

Bristol Myers Squibb, visit us at BMS.com or follow us on LinkedIn, Twitter, YouTube, Facebook, and

Instagram.

About WuXi STA

WuXi STA, a subsidiary of WuXi AppTec, is a leading pharmaceutical development and manufacturing

capability and technology platform company serving the life sciences industry, with global operations. As

a premier Contract Development and Manufacturing Organization (CDMO), WuXi STA offers our

worldwide partners efficient, flexible and high-quality solutions for integrated CMC (Chemical,

Manufacturing, and Control) solutions from preclinical to commercial uses. For more information, please

visit: and follow us on LinkedIn.

About WuXi AppTec

WuXi AppTec provides a broad portfolio of R&D and manufacturing services that enable companies in the 

pharmaceutical, biotech and medical device industries worldwide to advance discoveries and deliver
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groundbreaking treatments to patients. As an innovation-driven and customer-focused company, WuXi

AppTec helps our partners improve the productivity of advancing healthcare products through

cost-effective and efficient, socially responsible and sustainable solutions. With industry-leading

capabilities such as R&D and manufacturing for small molecule drugs, cell and gene therapies, and

testing for medical devices, WuXi AppTec`s open-access platform is enabling more than 4,100

collaborators from over 30 countries to improve the health of those in need – and to realize our vision that

"every drug can be made and every disease can be treated."
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